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LETTER FROM THE 
PRESIDENT

I have been so grateful to have served the student body at Fort Hays State University as the

Student Body President. Together, we achieved many new goals and built a stronger

foundation for generations of Tigers to come. The Student Government Association has

supported student organizations in their endeavors to create unique and exceptional learning

experiences for students. It has fostered relationships between faculty, staff, administration,

and students. It has advocated for higher education in Topeka. Most importantly, though, SGA

has served as a platform for students to invest in their peers and institution by addressing

issues and concerns.  

I want to thank the Student Senate for their tireless work being the voice of FHSU students.

Their dedication and willingness to serve the student body does not go unnoticed. They

attended 26 meetings this academic year and passed 38 bills, 8 waivers and 1 resolution. As

an organization, they have completed over 150 hours of community service. SGA Appropriated

$16,496.02 and Allocated $532,567.00 to student organizations.  They also completed over

500 hours of office hours working toward raising awareness of student issues, gathering

feedback from constituents, and promoting SGA events.  

I also want to thank the Executive Staff. Without them, the Student Government Association

would not be able to function. They all serve a crucial role in the success of SGA and support

the Student Senate. As an office for students, by students, the Executive Staff worked to make

sure the SGA office was inclusive and supportive of all FHSU students. They created new

programs including the Best New Program, Free Legal Counseling, and improved old ones

such as the BIG Event. I am incredibly appreciative of their guidance and support this year. 

           

I hope that you enjoy SGA’s year in review. While my time with the Student Government

Association is coming to a close, I know that this is just the beginning of what this organization

will accomplish in years to come. All students have a place in SGA, and I look forward to

witnessing the legacy that they will leave.  

Go Tigers!  

Emily Brandt, Student Body President 2017-2018 
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2017-2018 
STUDENT SENATE

2017-2018 Student Senate and Executive Staff composite.

4



WHAT WE DO
          The Student Government Association of Fort Hays State 

University is a voice for each and every student. The 

members work to serve the student body with university 

administration along with local, state, and national 

government. This work includes:  

. 

Student leaders sitting on University and Student 

Affairs committees 

Allocating   funds to Student Organizations. 

Funding student educational opportunities such as 

conferences and equipment

Writing  resolutions to the Kansas Board of 

Regents, Fort Hays State University, and various 

other policy makers

Creating  programming such as Party Packs to 

promote student safety

Serving  the community with various service 

projects in  Hays and the surrounding areas

Senators at the 

annual allocations 

meeting
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HIGHER 
EDUCATION DAY 

Students participating 

at the Higher 

Education Day on 

February 7 and 6.

Each year the Student Government 

Association works  with the other 

Kansas Board of Regents institutions  to 

advocate for  Higher Education at the 

capitol.  Students work together to have 

conversations with State Senators and 

Representatives about topics such as 

funding, concealed carry policies, and 

affirmative consent. The topics may 

change but the mission remains the 

same, to give students a voice at the 

state level and allow them to advocate 

for their education!  
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THE BIG EVENT 
The BIG Event is a day dedicated to  bettering the Hays 

community through service. The event is designed to provide 

FHSU students, faculty, staff and Hays community 

members with the opportunity to take  part  in various 

community service projects. It gives students the chance to 

give back to the community that supports them! 

 

 The projects that our volunteers participate in are spread  

throughout the Hays area and they vary from yard work to 

crafting. This year, the Student Government Association 

partnered with the FHSU Foundation in order to not only 

provide volunteers with community service opportunities 

but also to provide our students with the chance to win 

scholarships at the end of the day! 

 

Quick Facts from 2018 

86 Volunteers from the student helped with the event 

14 Projects were completed around the Hays area 

350 total hours of service were completed 

$600 in student scholarships were given 

$200 was given to student organizations 
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TIGERS MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE 

The Tigers Make A Difference Project is a new initiative 

that was started by the FHSU Alumni Association. 

During this new program, all Tigers, both current and 

alumni, were encouraged to participate in community 

service projects throughout their communities. For a 

duration of three weeks, SGA worked with Pasta Jay’s to 

put together a community service competition! All 

student organizations on campus were encouraged to 

complete hours and report them through TigerLink. At 

the end of the three weeks, a winning student 

organization was declared and Pasta Jay’s provided a 

meal for all of their members.  

To finalize and celebrate the project, SGA held a food 

drive at a home football game and then  a raffle for the 

fans who participated! 

President Brandt and 

Senator Parra- 

Martinez hosting the 

raffle at the home 

football game. 
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FREE LEGAL 
COUNSELING

Student Government Association officially started its 

Free Legal Counseling program!  It allows students to 

become educated on their rights in various civic areas and 

take action if necessary. The attorneys helped students 

with issues such as landlord/tenant conflicts,  contract 

debts questions, and background checks. 

The Free Legal Counseling program is a service that 

alleviates stress from students to allow them to spend 

more time on their school work, be more involved in 

organizations, and in the community. The program was 

held from 8am-4:30pm twice during the Spring 2018 

semester and assisted close to 13 students. This new 

initiative also won Best New Program at the Student 

Organization Award Reception!  
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LANDLORD FAIR 
On March 27, the Student 

Government Association 

partnered with a  Leadership 

310  team to host the Landlord 

Fair. This event  helps students 

connect with possible housing 

options in the community. 

 

The Leadership 310 team also 

gathered information about 

renters' rights to share with the 

students. The event was a 

success with over 80 students 

attending and 13 landlords. 

Members of the Student 

Government Association also 

tabled to promote the Party 

Pack program. 
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ALL SENATE 
MEETINGS

Meetings are held 

every Thursday at 7pm 

in the Memorial Union 

Black and Gold Room.  

The work of the Student 

Senate helped SGA win 

the Civic Engagement 

Award this year! 

Business consists of 

discussing bills and 

resolutions. Guest speakers 

are also welcome to attend. 

Anyone can attend and each 

meeting is open to the 

public. 

Each Senator is also   

a  member  of an SGA 

committee to discuss 

issues related to the 

student body. 
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VIRTUAL STUDENT 
SENATE MEETINGS

This was the 2nd year of the Virtual Student 

Senate at Fort Hays State University.   Senators 

were elected in the fall  by Virtual Students, 

they then elected their own Vice President.  

 

They met monthly to discuss the needs of 

Virtual Students at FHSU. The Senate worked 

to find ways to incorporate Virtual Students 

on-campus as well as ways to better the 

Virtual Education experience.   

 

The Senate also passed their first piece of 

legislation, the Virtual Student Senate By- 

laws! 
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SPRING ELECTIONS 
2018

Each year the Student Senators from each academic college are 

elected   by the student body. To become a  Student Senator, you 

must first submit an Intent-to-Run form which is followed by  

campaigning, and then two days of elections. There were 20 

Student Senators elected to office along with Adam Schibi into 

Presidency and Kayelani Kirschbaum into Vice Presidency. The 

2018-2019 Student Senate breakdown is as follows: 

President Schibi and Vice 

President Kirschbaum

College of Health and 

Behavioral Sciences 

Reilly Franek  

Lucy Partlow-Loyall 

Samantha Rohleder 

Mariam Sears

College of Arts, Humanitites, 

and Social Sciences 

Jackilyn Dougherty 

Roy Koech 

Denice Lastra-Blanco 

Michael Musgrove 

Kaytee Wisely

Werth College of Sciences, 

Technology, and Mathematics 

Brent Hirsch  

Kenton Lindsey  

Wade Minihan 

Osiris Nunez-Espinoza

Robbins College of Business 

and Entrepreneurship 

Graham Applegate 

Nick Glassman 

Alicia Kroeger 

Emily Prine

At-Large 

Joshua Becker  

Kaylee Brin 

Alvaro (Fred) Escobedo
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CONTACT US 

EMAIL: SGA@FHSU.EDU 
 

PHONE: 785 628 5311 
 

MEMORIAL UNION  
LOWER LEVEL 014


